“The Beloved Community is not a utopia, but a place where the barriers between
people gradually come down and where citizens make a constant effort to address
even the most difficult problems of ordinary people. It is above all, an idealistic
community.” – Rev. Jim Lawson
Emergent Savannah is a growing social and cultural movement made up of people
who believe that Savannah is capable of evolving into a more intentional
community, where citizens are empowered to shape the future, while continuing to
honor the past.

We are dedicated to educating people and advocating for the local Savannah
community by providing information the community can use to create
thoughtful conversation and personal action. We aim to strengthen
connections and creativity in our community.

Our Vision is simple. Culture. Community. Conversation.

Mission
Emergent Savannah is a growing social and cultural movement encompassed of people
who believe that Savannah is capable of evolving into a more intentional community,
where citizens are empowered to shape the future, while continuing to honor the past.
We are dedicated to educating people and advocating for the local Savannah community
by providing information through accessible, thoughtful conversation and empowering
citizens towards personal action. We aim to strengthen connections and creativity in our
community through workshops, community discussions, public art projects and
collaborative dialogue.

Vision
Our Vision is simple. Culture. Community. Conversation.

History
Emergent Savannah was founded on the floor of a studio apartment in 2015. Through a series of
conversations, frustrated citizens decided there had to be a better way of engaging community
and working against apathy, and formed what is now Emergent Savannah. Through
conversation, art and community engagement, Emergent Savannah is local activism with heart
and works to engage all citizens of Savannah.

Goal
To unite three untapped groups in our Savannah community
From Here’s

Come Here’s

Nobody Hears

Monday Means Community
Emergent Savannah is the force behind Mondays Means Community, an event held every
second Monday of the month. Monday Means Community is a collaborative event series
presenting speakers, highlighting projects and encouraging engagement.
Monday Means Community enables:
1. Mixing Space: Providing a place for dialogue and examination and allows
people who normally aren’t in the same rooms to come together
2. Deeper Look: To provide access to factual information, thoughtful and
examined conversation and community problem solving.
3. To tap into three constituencies: From here’s. Come here’s. Nobody hears.
Monday Means Community has featured City Attorney, Brooks Stillwell, S.U.Y.A (Savannah
Undocumented Youth Alliance), SeeSAW, ARC, Eileen Baker from The Department of Cultural
Affairs, Sulfur Studios, Molly Lieberman, Labeeb Abdullah, James Kimble, Director of Art Rise,
Clinton Edminster, Kris Monroe, Panhandle Slim, Editor-in-Chief of Connect Magazine, Jim
Morekis, President of Visit Savannah, Joe Marinelli, President of the Historic Savannah
Foundation, Daniel Carey, Chris Miller, Lady Mahogany, Ike Carter, Savannah Soundings,
Solidarity in Savannah, The Savannah Chatham Police Department, Ruel Joyner, Anna
Chandler, Jim Reed, Director of City Information Bret Bell, Dave Simons, Monifa Johnson,
George Seaborough, John McMasters and many more.

The LOVE/DREAM Project

The LOVE/DREAM project is half mobile art-project and half community conversation generator.
By asking participants what it is they LOVE about Savannah and DREAM for Savannah,
conversation and community building begins.
With a few sticky notes, some late nights and the feedback of the broader community, the
LOVE/DREAM project was born. Drawing on quick and easy ways of communication, the
LOVE/DREAM project goes from neighborhood to neighborhood, community to business,
school to college, asking these two basic questions. By collecting responses across Savannah,
we are hoping to identify trends in what it is we all want, rather than what it is that divides us.

What Does LOVE/DREAM DO?

The LOVE/DREAM project is a way for Savannah citizens to visualize what it is that Savannah
does best and some positive ways to move forward. We do this through a positive-based vision
where we ask communities all over the map representing three groups.

From Here’s. Move here’s. Nobody hears’.
By using a community influenced vision, we hope to change the fabric of Savannah, moving us
into the future, while still preserving what is integral to the vitality and culture of our city.

We create conversation. We strengthen community.

So What Do You Plan To Do With Responses?

Our goal is simple: To create a vision of the Savannah we want to see.
Through community feedback and conversation, we plan to use the responses collected towards we
plan to use the responses collected as a catalyst for change, helping us create a city that works
for everyone - for the present and for the future. The many responses collected will be
categorized and used as data and then integrated into several categories. These categories will
have attached principals and will be presented during the next election cycle as means to hold
both those in charge and the community at large accountable for creating the Savannah we want
to see.
It takes a village. We are that village.

About The World Café & The World Café Community Foundation
The World Café is a powerful social technology for engaging people in conversations that matter,
offering an effective antidote to our fast-paced world and lack of connection in today's world.
Based on the understanding that conversation is the core process that drives personal, business,
and organizational life, the World Café is more than a method, a process, or technique - it's a
way of thinking and being together sourced in the philosophy of conversation

World Café Method
Drawing on seven principles, the World Café methodology is a simple, effective, and flexible
format for hosting large group dialogue. World Café can be modified to meet a wide variety of
needs. Specifics of context, numbers, purpose, location, and other circumstances are factored
into each event's unique invitation, design, and question choice, but the following five
components comprise the basic model:
1) Setting: Create an environment, most often modeled after a café, i.e. small round tables covered
with a checkered tablecloth, butcher block paper and colored pens. There should be four chairs
at each table--each table will also have a “host” who will be stationed at the table for the entire
World Café. This person will act as the point guard for all discussion, as the “conversators”
switch after each round.
2) Welcome and Introduction: The host begins with a warm welcome and an introduction to the
World Café process, the contextual discussion, sharing the Cafe Etiquette and putting
participants at ease.
3) Small Group Rounds: The process begins with the first of three or more 10-15 minute rounds
of conversation for the small group seated around a table. At the end of the twenty minutes,
each member of the group moves to a different new table. They may or may not choose to leave
one person as the "table host" for the next round, who welcomes the next group and briefly fills
them in on what happened in the previous round.
4) Questions: Each round is prefaced with a question designed for the specific context and desired
purpose of the session. The same questions can be used for more than one round, or they can be
built upon each other to focus the conversation or guide its direction.
5) Harvest: After the small groups (and/or in between rounds, as desired) individuals are invited to
share insights or other results from their conversations with the rest of the large group. These
results are reflected visually in a variety of ways, most often using graphic recorders in the front
of the room.

About Emergent Savannah
Emergent Savannah is a growing social and cultural movement
made up of people who believe that Savannah is capable of evolving into a more intentional
community, empowered to create its own future while continuing to honor its past.

For more information, visit us at emergentsavannah.org or email us at
info@emergentsavannah.org. For direct information, call organizer Courtnay Papy at
(347) 563-2526

